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_ \OnNQ~~~b,er 19, 2007, Co:tJ1~astPhone ofMaryland, LLC d/b/a ComcastDigitalPhone
(~omcasior 1Pplj(~\)~.~~~at~~,.at-1~~ketSkeet,PhiIat!eI~hia,PA~102,.filed.an applicatio~
WIth th~ F~~ei~. Cq~~~i\~4n~ )Con.mnsslon (FCC or COmmISSIOn) requestin~ authonty, under section
214 ofthe.Commumc~ti~ns AG't of1934, as amende~ 47 U.S.C. § 214, and section 63.71 ofthe
Comb;rission's rt¥~s;~1C.FoR. '§, 63.7,1, to discontinue the provision ofcertain domestic
telecoIDJ;Rum.catioDs serv:irces. ~_~land.

. .
CO:q:J.cast m~ciate$1hat itc~n~yprovides interstate and intrastate telecommunications service

throughout :Maryland. Comcas~ stateS.. however.. that it now inteIl.ds to discontinue its provision of
ComGast Digital Phone service-in Maryland including local exchange,. interexchange and interstate
services. Acc~dingto,Co~~the.~fi»a!eddate.fortD.e proposed discontinuance is January 15,.
2008, or as s09n."t1iete~~ia'sfJfeJi~e~~s~.s~~e and fooeral approvals can be obtained. Comeast
expJ.~~.~.~attli~~~'e!i~;' ....,~. ~:~~~ 2~~8' disc.~ec#.oJl.willbe a "soft disconnecf'.only an~ that end
usetcustp?J1eli8,mJ~~'~F~~ _,' ~tionwil1 c~tWueto 'be ~~le to call emergency SeIVICesby~g911,.
and to call the ComcilS!P,none'Galli cen.teruntil FebmarY 15:r2008:ror one-month afterthe authorized:
disoonnection date. Comcast also states that it will assist affected customers during their transition to
~ew carriers. .cm:ncast .iJ;1dicat'1s th~t it informed all affe~ted customers ofthe proposed discontinuance
by l~tters sent yi~.fi,;st.classU;S.M~ onNove~erJ6~ 20()1. Finally,. Comcast asserts that it is non
dominantjn'tf1~lOcalex~@'gti21~~" and intereXchauge semeesmarkets..,. -.

In ~ccor~c~with sec.tion 63.71(c) ofthe Commission's rules, Comcast's application will be
deemedto be'~ted amomati,6any 6ntIie1:hirf¥-fust0 1st) day aft~rthe release date ofthis public

n~~~~, ~~~s~e..~~~IWlj~~~~~~~~ca&t<thatthe ~t~ nothe ~uto~a~eallye~~e••In
GO~easf.s",aPAJj.o/P-01t~ln<J.f;!.~liQ"~cUS4>~~Comcastmfli~1batitanticipates discontinumg
seIVlce on or after ranu~15,!008. AccoIdmgly, pursuant tn section 63.71(c) and the terms of
Comcast's application and notice.. ,~sent further'ColIQllission actio~ Corncastmay terminate service in



~. "'~l .' t, ~1' . r~~ '

'. t ,,' t;::'~ ~.

Maryland on or after January 15, 2008. The Commission normally will authorize proposed
discontinuances of service unless it is shown that customers or other end users would be unable to

receive. service or a reasonable substitute from another carrl.e~~ Qr thatthe llub\ic cQnvenien.ce am\
necessIty would be otherwise adversely affected.

... , ;'''~,

This proceeding is considered a "permit but disclose" proceeding for purposes ofthe
Commission's ex parte rules, 47 c~4Wn§~'tI239f1.1216.Comments objecting to this application must
be mel! with the Commission on or before DecemiJer 31,2007. Such comments should refer to we
Docket No. 07-276 and Compo Pol. File No. ~4~.,~mmentsshould include specific information about
the impact ofthis proposed discontinuance on the commenter, including any inability to acquire
reasonable substitute service. Comments may be filed using the Commission's Electronic Comment
Filing System (ECFS) or by filing paper copies. See Electronic Filing ofDocuments in Rulemaking
Proceedings, 63 FR 24121 (1998); Comments filed through the ECFS can be sent as an electronic file
via the Internet to http://www.fcc.gov/cgb/ecfsl. Filers should follow the instructions provided on the
website for submitting comments. Generally, only one copy ofan electronic submission must be merl.
In completing the transmittal screen, filers should include their full name, U.S. Postal Service mailing
address, and the applicable docket or rulemaking number. Parties may also submit an electronic
comment by Internet e-mail. To get filing instructions for e-mail comments, filers should send an e-mail
to ecfs@fcc.gov.. and include the following words in the body ofthe message~"get form." A sample
form. and directions will be sent in response.

Parties who choose to file by paper must send an original and four (4) copies ofthe comments to
the Office ofthe Secretary, FedeIal Communications Commission, 445 12th Street, S.W., Room TW
A325, Washington, D.C. 20554. Filings can be sent by hand or messenger delivery, by commercial
overnight courier, or by first-class or overnight U.S. Postal Service mail. All filings must be addressed to
the Commission's Secretary~Office ofthe Secretary, Federal Communications Commission. The
Commi!\sion's contractor will receive hand-delivered ormessenger-deliveredpaper:filings for the
Commission's Secretary at 236 Massachusetts Avenue, N.E., Suite 110, Washington, D.C. 20002. The
flling hours at this location are 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. All hand deliveries must be held together with
rubber bands or fasteners. Any envelopes must be disposed ofbefore entering the building. Commercial
overnightmail (other thanU.S. Postal Service Express Mail andPriori1¥Mail)mustbe sent to 9300 East
lliunJ?~qnDrive, Capij:~l Heii!hts, MJ:j 20143. U.S. Postal Service first-class mail, Express, and Priority
mall sh6i4(l'be,addressedto 445 12th Stree~ S.W., Washington, D.C. 20554.
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Two (2) copies ofthe comments should also be sent to the Competition Policy Division, Wireline
Competition :aurea~Federal COmmunications Commission, 445 12th Street" S~W.,Room 5-C327,
Washitigton, D'.C. 205S4~ Attention: Carmell We~thets. In addition, comments should be served upon
the Applicant.' Commenters are also requested to fax their comments to the FCC at (202) 418-1413,
Attention: 'CarmeilWeathers. ...

The application will be available for public inspection and copying during regular business hours
at the FCC Referen~eCenter, Portals U, 445 12th Street, S.W., Room CY-A257, Washington, D.C.
20554, (202) 418-0270. A copy oftlie applicationIilaY also be purchased fromfue ColllIlliS;Uon's
4uplicating con~ctor,BestCopy an€J Printi:Iig, Inc.,. 445 12thStreet, S.W., Room CY-B402,
Washing#>D, D.C: 26554,telephone (2,02) 488-5300, facsimile (202) 488-5563, or via e-mail at
FCC@BCPIWEB.COM. Peopl~WitRDisabilities: To'request IIiateri~ in accessible formats for people
with"-disabiIitil!s' (Braille,.:Iarge¥fut, ,'61ectromc files, audio- format)~ send an e-mail to fcc5Q4@fcc.gov or
call tReConsumer& ;6.6\feimn"enf:al~13oreali at (2G2) 41~53() (voice)~ (202) 418-0432(TrY).

2



.'

For further information, contactCarmel\Weathe~s, (2(}2) 418-2325 (voic.e))
carmell.weathers@fcc.gov. orKimberly Jackson, (202) 418-7393 (voice), kirnberly.jackson@fcc.gov, of
the Competition Policy Division, Wireline Competition Bureau; The TTY number is (202) 418-0484.
For further information on procedu,res regarding section 214 please visit
http://Www.fcc.gov/wcb/cpdlother_adjud.
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